
 

December 2016 Newsletter 

 
2017 Calendar of Events: 
(Saturday meetings start at 9 A.M.) 

2016 Dec. 10th- Christmas Party. 

Jan. 14th- Club meeting. Juniper/boxwood styling I. 

Jan. 21st- Club meeting. Juniper/boxwood styling II. 

Jan. 28- Club dig. 

Feb. 11- Club meeting. Bonsai Smith’s workshop. 

Feb. 18th- Dig rainout date. 

Feb. 25th- Annual business meeting. Everyone 

welcome to come and share their ideas for our club. 

March 11th- Squashed juniper? What is it? Steven 

shares this unusual style with us. 

April 6-9 LSBF State Convention in Dallas. 

April 22-23rd- Japanese Garden Spring Festival, 

BOD meeting. 

April 22nd- Club meeting cancelled due to Spring 

Festival. 

May 13th- 8AM- 4PM. Club Auction and Raffle. 

May 26-28th- Club Exhibition. 

June 10th- Club meeting. Bonsai Smith’s workshop. 

July 8th- Club meeting. Program TBD 

August 12th- Club meeting. Program TBD 

Sept. 9th- Club meeting. Program TBD 

Oct. 14th- Club meeting. Bonsai Smith’s workshop. 

Oct. 28-29th- Japanese Garden Fall Festival and 

BOD meeting. 

Nov. 11th- Club meeting. Program TBD 

Dec. 9th- Club meeting. Christmas Party. 

 

 
 

It’s time to renew your 

membership! There’s a form at the 

end of the newsletter. 
 

President’s Message 
By Acting President Steven Hendricks  

 

Fall weather finally arrived in time for the 

start of winter.  With much cooler weather it’s a nice 

time to enjoy the colors of fall.  With outdoor 

activities curtailed by the weather and the season you 

can take a break from the intensive care of your trees 

and plan for next spring.  Take some time to read the 

great articles that are available online on such sites 

as Bonsai Tonight (bonsaitonight.com).  This site has 

articles on styling and repotting trees, grafting, 

propagation, and photos from conventions and 

displays around the world, all generously 

accompanied by instructive photos.  Its editor, Jonas 

Dupuich is scheduled to be the LSBF tour speaker 

next year. 

Fallfest was a bit disappointing this year.  We 

did not have many club members participate by 

bringing trees for display or helping to staff the 

display.  These are important outreach events that 

can bring much-needed members to the club.  The 

weather on Saturday was cool but there was good 

attendance at the festival.  Sunday was a different 

story.  We suffered through several bouts of rain in 

the afternoon and ended up closing our display at 

3:00.  Many thanks go to the seven people that stayed 

throughout the festival.  Without their support we 

would not be able to continue with these festival 

displays. 

We had our last club artist workshop of the 

year last month and had a very poor turnout, only 8 

members. If this workshop idea has run its course 

then perhaps we need to consider dropping the 

workshops for next year.  On the bright side, we 

signed up three members at the meeting.   

In January we have a dig scheduled on the 

28th.  We will have more information on this in our 

January newsletter. 

Also in January we have our two Saturdays 

of repotting and styling the little junipers to sell at 

Springfest and Fallfest at the Japanese Gardens. 

It’s time to renew you membership for 2017.  

A membership form is included in the newsletter.  

Please don’t wait.  You can bring the form to any 

meeting or mail it to Mark Bynum. 



From our Program Chairman  

Steven Hendricks- 

December Program:  
This is our first December meeting that we 

will hold on a Saturday morning so the usual potluck 

dinner is no longer applicable. Instead we will have 

a light breakfast catered by Einstein’s Bakery 

consisting of a mix of bagels & sweets noshes with 

shmear, fresh fruit salad, coffee & orange Juice. 

For your entertainment while eating we will 

have a slide show of photos from the US National 

Convention in Rochester with narration by Mark 

Bynum. 

The Chinese gift exchange has dwindled over 

the years so we will not have one this year.  

All members are encouraged to bring in one 

of your bonsai that has been decorated for Christmas.  

We will vote on our favorite and the winner will take 

home a nice prize. 

This is a time for good food and good 

fellowship. I hope to see you there. 

 

Incoming Officers for 2017 - 2018 
  We elected an incomplete slate of officers 

for the next term of office last month but we have 

the most important officers in place.   I want to 

thank Bruce Harris for his hard work in getting 

together this slate.  It is a thankless job. 

  

President – Dan LeBlanc 

Vice President/Programs – Estella Flather 

Treasurer – Mark Bynum 

  

We still have an opening for Secretary so we 

welcome anyone who would be willing to do this 

job. 

 

From Incoming  President  

Dan LeBlanc 
          Merry Christmass and Happy Bonsai New 

year. I have graciously accepted the nomination as 

your new president for 2017. I’m looking forward to 

a new and exciting year for the Fort Worth Bonsai 

Society. I think this year will be the first full year that 

all our meetings will be held on Saturday’s. I’m 

hoping the second Saturday morning meetings will 

be more convenient for people and bring in new 

members to our society. Our stated mission from the 

FWBS “is to promote knowledge and interest in 

bonsai” and I think we are on the right track to 

increase and enhance our membership for 2017. We 

have just completed a new website and a Facebook 

page. In addition to our new meeting schedule we 

have a new website that has gotten quite a few “hits”. 

Please go to our website and 

register http://fortworthbonsai.org  Thanks to Terry 

Broullette for creating the new website. 

We even have a Facebook page. Woo Hoo welcome 

to the 21st century. You can like us on 

Facebook. Fort Worth Bonsai Society  

I encourage all our members to join us on Facebook 

and Login / Register on our new website as it is a 

great way to get the news out on all our upcoming 

events. 

Please mark your calendars for or final 

meeting of 2016. The annual Christmas Meeting. 

December 10, 2016 at 9 am in the regular meeting 

room. This is always one of the favorite meetings of 

the year. Unfortunately this year we will not be doing 

the Chinese gift exchange so I’m sorry to announce 

that Brooke and Autumn will not be attending. There 

all grown up now. Boo Hoo; but, hey now I have time 

to volunteer for the FWBS. Mark Bynum will be 

showing some slides from the US National 

Convention in Rochester and I’m sure it will be very 

entertaining. Please bring a Bonsai Christmas tree. 

We will have a vote for the favorite tree and the 

winner will take home a nice prize. 

On a final note I would like to personally 

thank Steven Hendricks who stepped in when Bill 

Weber had to bow out do to health issues. I would 

also like to thank all the FWBS board members who 

have time and again volunteered their time and hard 

work to keep our society running smoothly.  

It will be an honor to serve as your president 

in the coming year and I hope to meet many more 

bonsai enthusiasts in the coming months. 

Sincerely, Dan 

 

Club Website 
Hello  Club Members, 

        Your webmaster here. Just wanted to let you 

know that I have added some features to the website. 

Mainly the ability to login with your Facebook 

account. You will still be required to create a 

username and password unique to the website. I have 

already added Mark, Steven and Dan as users on our 

website and you are not required to use 

your Facebook login, as you may register natively. 

There are features that are only visible to registered, 

http://fortworthbonsai.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Fort-Worth-Bonsai-Society-1685600938417060/?ref=page_internal


logged in users. The Facebook login was a request 

from Dan which I have fulfilled. 

        Our Coppermine Photo Gallery has quite a few 

pictures in it already thanks to Steven and Estella and 

I will add more as they are made available to me. I've 

installed and run many many websites over the years 

and have tried a great number of CMS'es (Content 

Management Systems), and have found PHP-Fusion 

to be the easiest to learn and use of all of them. There 

are a great number of add-ons that I can install for 

our club site as the need or desire may arise. For now 

it's completely functional and lookin' good !! 

Your Webmaster 

Terry J Broullette 

 

November meeting 

Bonsai Smith’s Workshop. 

 

 
Howard Smith gives his direction to our members at 

the club workshop in November. 

 

Japanese Garden Fall Festival. 
There was a nice club display at the Japanese Garden 

Fall Festival. Thanks to everyone who came out to 

help. There was lots of interest in the bonsai. 

 

 
The gardens were beautiful despite the fall color 

being late due to our unusual warm weather. 

 
Festive lanterns decorate the display. 

 

 
Dan, Mark and Steven peruse the plants that are on 

sale to make money for the club. This is a large part 

of the club’s income each year, which we use to pay 

for speakers and other events for our club members. 

Please come and help in January when the club 

hosts a potting workshops to create more bonsai to 

sell. It’s a great way to practice your bonsai skills. 

 

 
Joe and Scott. 



 
Willow leaf fig. 

 

 
Pyracantha with berries. 

 

 
Cork bark Chinese elm. 

 

 

DECEMBER BONSAI 

By John Miller 
Instead of thinking of December as the end of 

the year, try to think of it as the beginning of the 

bonsai calendar.  What the trees are doing during 

their dormant season determines what they will do 

when growth starts later on. 

While you are enjoying the beauty of the 

winter silhouettes you have time to enhance their 

appearance by selective pruning and trimming.  Get 

rid of crossing branches and heavy top growth.  Let 

the winter light penetrate to the heart of the tree to 

stimulate new buds which produce the new growth 

and strengthen weak branches in the spring.   

Evergreen types especially and deciduous to 

a lesser extend should not have the root ball 

subjected to alternate freezing and thawing.  That 

process tends to tear and damage the roots.  Placing 

the trees on the ground and using a mulch will 

minimize this problem 

Remove any trash on the surface of pots.  

This harbors insects and fungi spores over winter 

there.  If you have problems with weeds, Kathy 

Shaner suggests to remove the top half-inch of soil, 

which contains the majority of the seeds, and replace 

it with new clean soil.   

Watering is as much a problem in the winter 

as in summer.  Since the temperature and humidity 

very so much you need to watch the soil and water 

on an as needed basis.  Deciduous trees will not need 

as much watering as the evergreens, especially the 

broad-leafed evergreens.  Remember that if the soil 

is frozen the tree cannot take up moisture but the 

winds will still dry out the top both on deciduous and 

evergreens.  Quite a problem, too dry kills by 

desiccation while too wet causes root rot.  A good 

soil mix will minimize the problem. 

It would be advisable to remove any buildup 

of moss from your pots.  Moss can act much as a 

thatch in your lawn to prevent water from penetrating 

evenly and also prevents you from seeing how dry 

the soil really is.  Remove moss that tries to grow on 

the trunk and buttress roots as this will hold moisture 

and cause the bark to decay.  Try spraying the moss 

on the trunk with alcohol. 

Even though you are positively sure that you 

have no bad insects, it is a good idea to use a 

horticultural oil spray.  This kills overwintering 

insects and their eggs as well.  I do not do this unless 

I find scale type insects because I want to keep the 

praying mantis egg cases for next year.  These guys 



and the ladybugs take care of my aphids and mites.  I 

also spray the evergreens with the fish emulsion, 

liquid kelp, vinegar and molasses organic spray 

during the winter. 

Fertilization is usually not done in the winter.  

Deciduous trees will be only be doing a little root 

growth at this time and thus will not be utilizing 

fertilizer effectively.  The evergreens could use a low 

nitrogen fertilizer.  Always use one with the trace 

minerals. Most organics have enough trace elements. 

Take care of your tools during this time when 

you dont use them much.  Clean and sharpen tools 

and apply a good rust inhibiting oil.  Remove the 

buildup of sap and grime.  Also clean all your spare 

pots to be ready for the repotting season ahead. 

Bonsai in greenhouses or indoor bonsai will 

need to be watched for the normal indoor problems. 

Spider mites and scales are the biggest problems here 

but aphids may show up.  Also keep an eagle eye on 

soil moisture.  Trying to keep the humidity up by 

placing you trees on a humidity tray can possibly 

keep it too wet and give you some soil problems, root 

rot or some other fungal disease. 

If you have a greenhouse you can use it to 

work on some of the species that are normally left 

outside.  Elms, Japanese maples, yaupons are some 

of the species that you can use.  Before taking them 

into the greenhouse you should give them some 

preparation.  They should be given some dormancy.  

Withhold fertilizer and keep on the dry side (not bone 

dry) until they start dormancy. Leave them out until 

they have had some frost, two to three weeks for 

Chinese or Catlin elm, four weeks for the Japanese 

maples.  I take some small tridents in later in the 

season (like January).  Yaupons will do nicely 

without much dormancy at all.  When you take them 

in keep in a cooler corner of the greenhouse and give 

them lots of water and fertilizer.  They should 

respond fairly quickly.  Be ready to pinch new 

growth or you will not benefit at all from the longer 

growing season. 

Get out and locate some good material for 

enhancing your collection.  If the club has a dig 

scheduled, be a part of it.  There are many places 

where you can find one or two specimen to dig.  The 

problem is in finding a place with enough material to 

warrant taking the whole club. If you know of a 

possible location tell one of the officers about it.  

This comes under the heading of ‘be an active 

member’.  The rest of the group (especially your 

program chairman) will appreciate it.    

Be sure to mark your calendar for the LSBF 

convention in April next year.  It will be held in 

Dallas on April  6-9.   Registration forms and 

information should be available soon on the 

websites  www.bonsaisocietyofdallas.com or 

www.lonestarbonsai.org   Guest Artists: Bjorn 

Bjorholm, Daisaku Nomoto, and Juan 

Andrade.  Daisaku and Juan both speak 

English.  Juan fluently and Diasaku will have an 

interpreter available. 

 
 

The Fort Worth Bonsai Society meets most months 

on the 2nd Saturday at 9 A.M., at 3220 Botanic 

Garden Drive, Fort Worth, TX. This is the building 

where the large conservatory greenhouse is located.  

For more information see our website at: 

fortworthbonsai.org 

 

Acting President: Steven Hendricks 

 stevenhendricks@sbcglobal.com 

Vice President, Programs: Steven Hendricks 

 stevenhendricks@sbcglobal.com  

Treasurer: Mark Bynum 

 mark.bynum12@att.net 

Secretary: We need a volunteer! 

Member-at-Large: Bruce Harris 

bruce.harris1@verizon.net 

Other Positions: 

LSBF Representative: Mark Bynum 

 mark.bynum12@att.net 

Website:TJ Broullette 

terry@whisperwillow.com 

Newsletter Editor: Estella Flather    

eflather@sbcglobal.net 
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Fort Worth Bonsai Society 
2017 Membership Form 

 

Please submit at a club meeting or mail to: Fort Worth Bonsai Society 

       c/o Mark Bynum, Treasurer    

       2708 Chinquapin Oak Lane 

       Arlington, TX  76012 

 

 

Date: _____________________ 

Name: _______________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _____________________________________________________________________ 

City: ______________________________ State: ___________ Zip Code: ________________ 

Telephone: Hm___________________________  Cell__________________________                                                      

E-mail address: (for Newsletter & notices)     __________________________________ 

Please check your membership selection below: 

___ Individual Membership: $25.00 

___ Joint Membership:  $35.00 

___ Student Membership: $15.00 

 

 

 

 

For Treasurer’s Use Only: 

 

Name: __________________________________ Membership Year:____2017_______ 

Amount Paid: ____________________________ Date: ____________________________ 

Dues received by: ____________________________________________           

 

 

FWBS-Membership Form, 1-17 


